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	 23	 Nebraska supply/marketing co-ops operating: 

	 		  335	 additional branch locations in Nebraska

	 	 	   65	 additional branch locations out of state

	 3	 Rural electric co-ops w/ 2 additional branch locations in Nebraska

	 2	 Telephone co-ops w/ 1 additional branch location in Nebraska

	 3	 Out-of-state co-ops with 8 branch locations in Nebraska

	 1	 Livestock Marketing Agency

	 7	 Participating Members

	 28	 Supporting Members

NCC Member Supply/Marketing Co-op Stats:
	 52,446	 total voting members

	 5,322	 	employees (full and part-time)

	 $7.5 billion	 	total sales

	 $4.1 billion	 	total assets

	 $408.4 million		 employee payroll with benefits

	 $380.9 million	 investment in new equipment and facilities in past year

	 $96 million	 total patronage refunds in past year (cash & deferred)

	 $40.2 million	 equity/estate redemption in past year

	 $23.4 million	 federal/state income taxes paid in past year

	 $20.4 million	 property taxes paid in past year

	 $2.7 million	 total charitable, scholarship & community support donations in 
past year

NCC Member Cooperatives by the Numbers (Annual)
(as of 8-31-25)
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Board Chairman
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President & Chairman Message

80 Years of Advocacy and Impact

As we reflect on the 80th anniversary of the Nebraska 
Cooperative Council, we are reminded that while much has 
changed in agriculture and cooperative business, the fun-
damental challenges—and the strength required to meet 
them—remain the same.

In 1945, Nebraska’s farmer-owned cooperatives faced a 
serious threat. The National Tax Equality Association had 
launched a coordinated effort urging Congress and state 
legislatures to eliminate key tax exemptions and legal pro-
tections critical to the cooperative model. These efforts were 
described at the time as aiming to "restrict the cooperative’s 
business activities and cripple their economic importance." 
Recognizing the existential risk, cooperatives across the 
state came together and took decisive action.

That unity gave birth to the Nebraska Cooperative 
Council. On December 31, 1945, after state-wide meet-
ings, organizers representing five cooperatives—from Au-
rora, Scribner, Wauneta, Madison, and Uehling—formally 
incorporated the Council to represent the collective interests 
of farmer-owned cooperatives in Lincoln and Washington, 
D.C.

Eighty years later, the Council continues to fulfill 
that mission with strength and purpose. Most recently, 
we played a material role with other state and national 
cooperative interests in securing the permanent extension 
of Section 199A(g), a crucial federal tax provision that 
was set to sunset at the end of 2025. Once again, coopera-
tive tax policy emerged as a defining issue—just as it was 
at our founding. And once again, Nebraska cooperatives 
stood together and prevailed.

Throughout our history, the cooperative business model 
has depended on sound public policy—on the protections 
and distinctions provided under tax, corporate, and anti-
trust law. Preserving that legal foundation remains central 
to the Council’s work. We know that without it, the viability 

of cooperative enterprise—and farmer ownership itself—
could be at risk.

That is why the Council’s voice matters. The collective 
strength of our members gives us a force multiplier in state 
and federal policy arenas. Together, we are able to achieve 
what none of us could accomplish alone.

Nebraska cooperatives serve more than 50,000 farmers 
and ranchers annually—strengthening rural communi-
ties, enhancing producer returns, and building a resilient 
agricultural economy. Your continued involvement in the 
Nebraska Cooperative Council ensures that this vital work 
carries on.

As we look to the future, we do so with gratitude, 
resolve, and a renewed commitment to the values that have 
guided us since 1945.

Thank you for your support, your participation, and 
your leadership.

Here’s to 80 years—and to the work still ahead.
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Leadership

Board of Directors: Committees:

Legislative Advisory Committee
Rocky Weber	 Nebraska Cooperative Council (Co-chair)
Dean Thernes	 Farmers Pride, Battle Creek (Co-chair)
Aaron Becker	 Farmers Co-op, Pilger
John Bender	 Frenchman Valley Farmers Co-op, Imperial
Luke Carlson	 CVA, York
Michael Dolch	 AGP, Omaha
Kevin Henrichson	 Frontier Co-op, Lincoln
Jamey Nygren	 Farm Credit Services of America, Omaha
Jerrad Stroh	 CPI, Hastings
Chris Wagner	 Country Partners Co-op, Gothenburg
Jeremy Wilhelm	 Frontier Co-op, Lincoln

NCC-Political Action Committee
Jeremy Wilhelm	 Frontier Co-op, Lincoln (Chair)
Gary Brandt	 CPI, Hastings
Jeff Krejdl	 Ag Valley Co-op, Arapahoe
Mary Kay Lyon	 CHS Inc, Holdrege
Paul McHargue	 Aurora Co-op Elevator Co
Douglas Olsen	 Legacy Co-op, Scottsbluff
Tim Rowe		 Country Partners Co-op, Gothenburg
Allan Zumpfe	 Farmers Cooperative, Dorchester
Dean Thernes	 Farmers Pride, Battle Creek (ex-officio)
Rocky Weber	 Nebraska Cooperative Council (ex-officio)

Excellence in Cooperative
Education Committee

Rocky Weber	 Nebraska Cooperative Council (Chair)
Chris Beins	 Aurora Co-op Elevator Co
Ryan Holtmeier	 Farmers Co-op, Dorchester
Jeff Loschen	 CPI, Hastings
Cary Sandell	 CoBank, Elkhorn
Neil Stedman	 Frontier Co-op, Lincoln
Brook Stromer	 CoBank, Elkhorn
Chris Wagner	 Country Partners Co-op, Gothenburg
Dean Thernes	 Farmers Pride, Battle Creek (ex-officio)
Adam Feser	 Nebraska Cooperative Council

Hall of Fame Committee
Don Anthony	 Lexington
Jerrell Dolesh	 Tilden
Jay Larson	 Kearney
Dale Piper	 Springfield
Ron Velder	 Milford
Dean Thernes	 Farmers Pride, Battle Creek (ex-officio)
Rocky Weber	 Nebraska Cooperative Council (ex-officio)

Rocky Weber - President & General Counsel
Adam Feser - Director of Cooperative Advancement 
Deb Mazour - Office Manager & Program Coordinator

Staff:

Luke Carlson
CVA, 
York

Jeff Krejdl
Ag Valley Co-op, 

Arapahoe

Jeff Loschen
CPI,

Hastings

Cary Sandell
CoBank,
Elkhorn

Allan Zumpfe
Farmers Co-op, 

Dorchester

Chris Beins
Aurora Co-op,

Aurora

Chair:
Dean Thernes

Farmers Pride,
Battle Creek

Vice Chair:
Jeremy Wilhelm

Frontier Co-op,
Lincoln

Secretary:
Tim Rowe

Country Partners Co-op,
Gothenburg
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State Legislation - 2025 Session

(Continued on page 6)

The Council monitors 
all legislative activity in 
order to keep its coopera-
tive members abreast of 
any legislative changes 
that may affect how coop-
eratives conduct business.  
The primary responsibility 
of the Council in the leg-
islative arena is to monitor 
and affect legislation that 
pertains to cooperative-
specific issues.  This leg-
islative priority includes, 

but is not limited to, legislative action affecting:
•	 Cooperatives as business entities unique from 

corporations and limited liability companies
•	 Cooperative corporate governance and the rights 

and obligations of cooperative board members, 
stockholders and patrons

•	 Laws, including tax codes, that may affect how 
cooperatives allocate patronage to their patrons

•	 Equity management and equity redemption re-
strictions

•	 Securities and other "safe harbor" exemptions that 
provide cooperatives the ability to raise and man-
age equity

These legislative priorities involve issues that af-
fect the very nature of the cooperative business model, 
whether it be a local or regional cooperative, a utility co-
operative, a transportation cooperative, or the Farm Credit 
System, CoBank or related cooperative entities uniquely 
formed to serve the needs of cooperative business organi-
zations.

In 2025 during the 1st Session of the 109th Legisla-
ture, the Nebraska Cooperative Council monitored more 
than 100 introduced bills, identified approximately two 
dozen measures with potential cooperative impact, and 
actively engaged on several bills of primary importance to 
cooperatives and their patrons. The Council’s legislative 
strategy again centered on protecting cooperative-specific 
statutes, promoting legislation beneficial to member coop-
eratives, and minimizing the effect of measures that could 
impose new costs or compliance burdens.

The 2025 session was a successful one for the Coun-
cil and its membership. In addition to securing passage 

of priority legislation, the Council effectively utilized its 
relationships and data from member cooperatives to shape 
outcomes to secure favorable amendments, remove harm-
ful provisions, and mitigate the impact of several bills 
with potential adverse effects on cooperatives. The Coun-
cil appreciates the support of our members that provided 
data, gave testimony, wrote letters, and met with senators 
to help make this session successful.

SIGNED INTO LAW
LB 563 - Provide for Permanent Trailer License Plates 
for Commercial Fertilizer Trailers
LB 398 - Adopt updates to federal law relating to mo-
tor vehicles and motor carriers, provide for Arbor Day 
license plates and certain trailer license plates, change 
fees and fee distribution provisions for license plates 
and records requests related to motor vehicles and 
motor vehicle operators, change provisions relating 
to commercial driver’s licenses and CLP-commercial 
learner’s permits, and provide duties for successors in 
interest of certain railroad property

Senator Tom Brandt introduced LB 563 to allow for 
permanent license plates for commercial fertilizer trailers, 
following concerns raised by Farmers Cooperative regard-
ing the administrative burden of annual tagging and the 
replacement of plates every six years. The Council mobi-
lized strong testimony and membership data demonstrat-
ing that Nebraska cooperatives collectively operate more 
than 14,000 fertilizer trailers. This information, combined 
with testimony from Allan Zumpfe of Farmers Coopera-
tive, led Chairman Moser and the Transportation and 
Telecommunications Committee to include the measure in 
a committee priority package, LB 398, ensuring its pas-
sage. LB 398 was signed into law by Governor Pillen on 
June 4, 2025.

LB 394 - Change provisions of the Weights and Mea-
sures Act
LB 245 - Change provisions of the Nebraska Pure Food 
Act and the Weights and Measures Act

Senator DeKay introduced LB 394 to raise inspection 
fees for commercial scales, meters, and other devices, 
with its provisions later incorporated into LB 245. The 
Council surveyed member cooperatives and found that 
the proposed increases would have raised costs by more 
than 100%. These findings were shared with the Agricul-
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State Legislation
(continued from page 5)

ture Committee, the Department of Agriculture, and the 
Governor’s Office. As a result, the Legislature advanced a 
compromised version that cut the fee increases roughly in 
half, creating a more incremental and manageable adjust-
ment while still updating long-standing rates.  LB 245 
was signed into law by Governor Pillen on May 1, 2025.

LB 372 - Eliminate provisions relating to grain inspec-
tions, the Nebraska Origin and Premium Quality Grain 
Cash Fund, and labeling requirements for honey

Senator McKeon introduced LB 372 to repeal obsolete 
provisions from statute, initially including the Agricultur-
al Suppliers Lease Protection Act, which is a law origi-
nally developed to ensure fair lease negotiations between 
grain companies and railroads. Upon review, the Council 
determined that although the Act’s complaint process is 
rarely invoked, its very existence promotes good-faith 
negotiation. NCC engaged with Senator McKeon and the 
Department of Agriculture, and after coordinated outreach 
by member cooperatives, the bill was amended to pre-
serve the Act. Frontier Cooperative CEO Jeremy Wilhelm 
joined President Rocky Weber in testifying in support of 
keeping this important protection in place.  LB 372 was 
signed into law by Governor Pillen on April 8, 2025.

LB543 - Provide for the delivery of license plates and 
change provisions relating to the Department of Motor 
Vehicles’ fees
LB97 - Change provisions relating to deferred judg-
ments, the State Boat Act, the Motor Vehicle Certificate 
of Title Act, the Motor Vehicle Registration Act, the Mo-
tor Vehicle Operator’s License Act, the Nebraska Rules 
of the Road, the Department of Motor Vehicles Cash 
Fund, the Uniform Motor Vehicle Records Disclosure 
Act, the Motor Carrier Services Division Distributive 
Fund, and the State Treasurer

The Council submitted a letter of support for Senator 
Fredrickson's LB 97 because it makes titling fertilizer 
trailers optional in addition to moving the state to requir-
ing only a rear license plate starting in 2029. The Com-
mittee packaged other bills into LB 97, including LB 543 
from Senator Dover. The Council testified in support of LB 
543, which would allow vehicle registrations to be done 
for 1, 2, or 3 years at a time.  LB 97 was signed into law 
by Governor Pillen on April 14, 2025.

LB 650 - Eliminate certain sales tax exemptions, 
change income tax provisions relating to nonresi-
dent income and certain tax credits, and provide and 
change certain sunset dates relating to tax incentives

The Council wrote a letter of opposition because the 
original bill would eliminate the SAF tax credit, reduce 
the Shortline Rail Modernization Act by $500,000 in 
2025 then remove it, and reduce the annual amount of 
the Biodiesel Tax Credit Act by $500,000. The Council 
had a conversation with Senator von Gillern's office about 
AM923, and the SAF tax credit would no longer be re-
moved. The Shortline Rail tax credit would be capped at 
$500,000. Finally, the Biodiesel tax credit would still be 
reduced by $500,000 annually, leaving a cap of $1 mil-
lion annually.  LB 650 was signed into law by Governor 
Pillen on May 6, 2025.

LB 297 - Change provisions relating to the combined 
tax rate under the Employment Security Law

LB 297, introduced by Senator Ibach, changes the 
formula for the state's reserve ratio for unemployment 
compensation to make the divisor be the total wages for 
contributory employers. It also allows the commissioner 
to adjust the yield factor to a lower scheduled yield if the 
state's ratio is .7 or greater, rather than the current 1% 
or greater. Finally, it makes the category 12 rate .48 for 
2025. The intent of this bill is to lower unemployment 
insurance rates. The Council submitted a letter of sup-
port.  LB 297 was passed and signed by the Governor on 
March 25, 2025.

LB 241 - Provide immunity from liability for cybersecu-
rity events

LB 241, brought by Senator Hallstrom, would require 
that in order to maintain a class action lawsuit against 
a private entity for such an event, a person would need 
to demonstrate the cybersecurity event was the result 
of willful, wanton, or gross negligence on the part of the 
private entity. The Council submitted a letter of support 

Allan Zumpfe, CEO of Farmers Cooperative 
headquartered in Dorchester, testified at the 
LB 563 hearing before the Transportation & 
Telecommunications Committee.
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for the bill.  LB 241 was signed into law by the Governor 
on March 17, 2025.

LB 490 - Allow applications for certificates of title for 
certain agricultural vehicles

LB 490, introduced by Senator McKeon, clarifies that 
owners of self-propelled equipment designed and used 
exclusively to carry and apply fertilizer, chemicals or re-
lated products to agricultural soil and crops, agricultural 
floater-spreader implements and other implements of hus-
bandry designed for and used primarily for tilling the soil 
and harvesting crops or feeding livestock, or power unit 
hay grinders or a combination that includes a hay power 
unit and a hay grinder when operated without cargo are 
not required to comply with the Certificate of Title Act, 
making clear they are exempt from sales tax at transfer of 
title. At the option of the vehicle owner, they may apply 
for a certificate of title. The Council submitted a letter of 
support for the legislation.  LB 490 was signed into law on 
May 30, 2025.

LB 271 - Provide a penalty for the offense of interfer-
ence with railroad infrastructure, equipment, and 
personnel
LB 150 - Judiciary Priority Package Bill 
	 LB 271, introduced by Senator Storer, would make it a 
class III felony for any person who interferes with, tampers, 
displaces, removes, damages, disables, destroys or sets fire 
to, or impairs railroad infrastructure, telecommunications, 
and water, gas, or power supplies. Many cooperatives own 
and operate rail sidings, loop tracks, and related assets 
and equipment that are vital to their business. As such, the 
Council submitted a letter of support prior to the hearing. 
LB 271 was included in LB 150 which was signed into law 
on June 4, 2025.

CARRIED OVER TO 2026 SESSION
LB 525 - Adopt the Agricultural Data Privacy Act

Introduced by Senator Jacobson on behalf of Gover-
nor Pillen, LB 525 sought to establish first-in-the-nation 
protections for agricultural data generated by producers. 
The Council expressed support for the goal of securing 
producer control over their own on-farm data while raising 
concerns about unintended consequences for cooperatives 
that handle or store such data. After discussions with the 
Governor’s Office and Senator Jacobson, an agreement 
was reached to pause final action and instead pursue an 
interim study (LR 123) to examine the issue in depth. The 
Council has been actively participating in this interim 
process with Senator Jacobson, the Governor’s office, and 

cooperative representatives to develop policy recommen-
dations ahead of anticipated reintroduction in 2026.

LB 477 -  Change Provisions of the Workplace Privacy 
Act

LB 477, introduced by Senator Fredrickson, aimed 
to prevent employee tracking by large corporations such 
as Amazon but was drafted in a way that would have 
inadvertently affected cooperative payroll systems. The 
Council gathered data indicating that roughly 3,000 
cooperative employees could be impacted and worked 
with members to present this information at the hearing. 
Taylor Collins of Farmers Cooperative provided testimony 
detailing the unintended consequences. Following these 
discussions, Senator Fredrickson agreed not to advance 
the bill in its current form.

LB 37 - Adopt the Railroad Safety Act
Senator Jacobson again brought forward legislation 

to enhance railroad safety standards. As introduced, LB 
37 would have required all operators of rail loop tracks, 
including cooperatives, to provide regular hazardous ma-
terials and derailment training for local fire departments. 
The Council engaged directly with Senator Jacobson, who 
then brought an amendment to the bill’s hearing to clarify 
that only mainline railroad companies, not cooperatives 
operating sidings or loop tracks, would fall under the re-
quirements. Though the bill did not advance, the Council 
expects similar measures to return in future sessions and 
will continue advocating for cooperative exemptions to 
prevent unintended compliance burdens.

LB 544 - Disqualify certain individuals from receiving 
benefits under the Employment Security Law
LB532 - Require employers to use E-Verify, prohibit 
knowingly hiring an unauthorized alien, and provide 
for discipline against employers' licenses

LB 544, introduced by Senator Dover, sought to 
disqualify individuals for benefits for any week they fail 
to respond to an offer for a job within 2 business days or 
fail to appear for a job interview without notice of need 
to cancel or reschedule. An amended version of this bill 
changing the response time to 1 week was included in 
LB 532. The Council believes this bill would provide 
reasonable incentives to curb abuse of the unemployment 
compensation system and submitted a letter of support 
before the hearing. The bill was advanced to General File 
and will likely come up again in the short session as a 
carryover bill.
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 ...to the following members who provided voluntary contributions to the 
NCC-PAC for the 2024-25 fiscal year:

Alliance - WESTCO

Alliance - Panhandle Rural Electric Membership Assn

Arapahoe - Ag Valley Co-op N/S

Aurora Co-op Elevator Co

Battle Ceek - Farmers Pride

Blue Hill - Glenwood Telephone Membership Corp

Clarkson - Farmers Union Co-op Supply

Dodge - Co-op Supply Inc N/S

Dorchester - Farmers Co-op

Fairfield N/S Co-op Fertilizer

Friend - Farmers Union Co-op Co

Gothenburg - Country Partners Co-op

Grant - Midwest Electric Co-op Corp

Hastings - CPI

NCC-Political Action Committee

Holdrege - CHS Inc

Imperial - Frenchman Valley Farmers Co-op

Lincoln - Frontier Co-op

Lindsay - Farmers Co-op Assn

Pilger - Farmers Co-op

Scottsbluff - Legacy Co-op

Sidney - Crossroads Co-op Assn

York - CVA

Brandon SD - CHS Inc

Yuma CO - CHS/High Plains Co-op

Seneca KS - Ag Partners Co-op Inc

AGP

CHS Inc

The NCC Political Action Committee continues to 
play an important role in the Council's legislative efforts. 
The NCC-PAC was established in 1999 to help establish 
relationships with legislators from urban and rural areas 
of the state through voluntary contributions from mem-
bers. Urban centers have continued growing, meaning 
their representation continues to increase, which makes it 
vital that the Council have access and the opportunity to 
educate these senators on cooperative issues.

The work of the PAC is also important due to term lim-
its. Term limits mean greater turnover in the body, mean-
ing every election cycle will see new senators that are 
not aware of the important role played by cooperatives 
in Nebraska's economy. NCC-PAC ensures that prior to 
each election, cooperative leadership has the opportunity 
to meet candidates and educate them on the cooperative 
system. 

Prior to the 2024 election, the PAC interviewed 33 
candidates for the Legislature, including new candidates 
that won their race. Following the interviews, the PAC 
contributed $69,000 to candidates for their campaigns. 
These activities of the NCC-PAC educate senators and 
create a relationship that makes it easier for the Coun-
cil to communicate with senators on legislation, secure 
amendments, and be viewed as experts they can count on.

Contributions by Council members totaled $28,548 for 
the 2024-25FY. The PAC balance at the end of FY was 
$63,063.97, which will be available for use in the 2026 
election cycle. The Council will continue to track cam-
paign announcements and prepare to conduct summer in-
terviews with new candidates running for the Legislature.
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Government Relations -
Federal & State

The Nebraska Cooperative Council continued to work 
closely with the National Council of Farmer Cooperatives 
(NCFC) and Nebraska’s congressional delegation to rep-
resent the interests of Nebraska’s farmer-owned coopera-
tives on key federal issues. The 2024–25 year brought 
significant developments in tax policy and agricultural 
regulation that directly affect cooperatives and their 
producer-members.

Permanent Extension of Section 199A(g)
The most significant development at the federal level 

this year was the permanent extension of Section 199A(g) 
- a long-sought priority for the cooperative system nation-
wide that was set to expire on December 31, 2025.

When the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 eliminated 
the long-standing Section 199 Domestic Production Ac-
tivities Deduction, NCFC and state cooperative councils 
across the country worked together to ensure that cooper-
atives and their members retained an equivalent benefit. 
That effort produced Section 199A(g), which allows agri-
cultural cooperatives to pass through a production deduc-
tion to their patrons, maintaining equitable tax treatment 
between cooperatives and other business structures.

Since 2018, Section 199A(g) has been vital to preserv-
ing the competitive balance for farmer-owned coopera-
tives. By allowing co-ops to retain or allocate the deduc-
tion to members, it has ensured that farmers and ranchers 
receive similar tax treatment whether they market their 
commodities independently or through a cooperative. 
Without it, producers marketing through cooperatives 
would have faced a significant tax disadvantage.

In 2024 the Council began the re-education process 
with our federal congressional delegation and their staffs 
as to the significant benefits of Section 199A(g) with a 

Washington D.C. fly-in and an NCFC Washington fly-in 
early in 2025. 

On July 4, 2025, President Trump signed the One Big 
Beautiful Bill Act, passed by the 119th Congress, into 
law. This Act made permanent Section 199A(g) with no 
sunset provision. 

The success of retaining Section 199A(g) reflects 
the unified voice of the cooperative community and its 
ability to communicate the real-world implications of tax 
policy on rural America. 

The Council extends appreciation to Nebraska’s 
congressional delegation for their leadership and consis-
tent support on this issue. Congressman Adrian Smith, 
in particular, as a Member of the House Ways and Means 
Committee, has been a valuable partner to our agricul-
tural cooperatives in this process. He and his staff have 
met with NCC representatives, NCFC, and other national 
agricultural cooperatives many times throughout the pro-
cess, including a Tax Teams meeting in August of 2024 at 
AGP in Omaha (also with Congressman Mike Flood). This 
gave Nebraska and Iowa cooperatives the opportunity to 
explain what Section 199A(g) means to their businesses, 
farmer-owners, and the rural economy.

Thank you again to all NCC members, management, 
staff, and producer board members who have provided 
information to NCC, educated your membership, par-
ticipated in meetings, traveled to Washington D.C., and 
participated in numerous activities in support of Sec-
tion 199A(g). And Thank you again to Congressman 
Smith, Congressman Flood, Congressman Bacon, Sena-
tor Fischer, and Senator Ricketts for their support of this 
important issue.

In March 2025, NCC participated in a fly-in to Washington DC organized by 
NCFC.  Pictured are (L-R): Stan Stark, Alliance Ag & Grain CEO, Pratt KS; 
Michael Dolch, AGP; Neil Stedman, Frontier Co-op; Congressman Adrian 
Smith; Farmers Cooperative CEO Allan Zumpfe; Farmers Pride CEO Dean 
Thernes; and NCC President Rocky Weber.
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Director Education

Director education remains one of the core priori-
ties of the Nebraska Cooperative Council. Cooperatives 
flourish when their directors are informed and knowl-
edgeable. Through programs designed for cooperative 
directors, managers, and key staff, the Council continues 
to provide opportunities for leadership development and 
learning that strengthen the cooperative system.

Director/Manager Workshop
The Council’s annual Director/Manager Workshop 

was held on November 21, 2024, the morning follow-
ing the Annual Meeting in Kearney. The 2024 program, 
titled “Smart Agricultural Cooperatives: AI Innovations, 
Ethical Leadership & Economic Resilience,” brought 
together 128 CEOs, staff, and board members.

Andrew Fastow, former CFO of Enron Corp., delivered 
the keynote presentation “Unbiased: How to Manage 
Risk in the Gray Zone.” Fastow challenged attendees to 
examine how organizations define ethical decision-mak-
ing and to apply lessons from his personal experience 
serving 6 years in federal prison to improve transparency 
and governance.

Ty Kreitman, Assistant Economist at the Federal Re-
serve Bank of Kansas City’s Omaha Branch, presented 
an Agricultural Economic Update, offering participants 
current data on financial conditions, commodity prices, 
and outlooks for the year ahead.

Brett Sciotto, Founder and CEO of Aimpoint Re-
search, presented “The Rise of AI: Understanding the 
Accelerating Impact of AI on Agri-Food.” He encouraged 
cooperatives to treat AI as an operational tool rather than 
a purely IT function, and he let the audience know that 
if they are not moving to incorporate this technology now, 
they are falling behind.

Teddy Bekele, Chief Technology Officer at Land 
O’Lakes, followed with “How Digital and AI Are Trans-
forming Cooperatives,” providing concrete examples of 
how AI is currently being deployed to support decision-
making and operational efficiency within agricultural 
supply chains.

The program concluded with Corey Standley and 
Justin McAnally of alliantgroup, who discussed federal 
tax relief and R&D incentives available to agricultural 
organizations. Lunch was hosted by Farm Credit Services 
of America, and participant feedback reflected strong 
appreciation for the session’s mix of technology, ethics, 
and economic content.

Leadership Luncheon Series
On December 12, 2024, David Parker, Executive Vice 

President of Curious Plot, presented “Futureproofing 
Your Board.” He discussed how cooperative boards can 
better define their long-term objectives, improve recruit-
ment, and ensure their composition reflects the needs of 
tomorrow’s cooperative environment.

On December 19, 2024, Alexa Davis and Jesse Brad-
ley from the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 
provided updates on the Resilient Soils Act and the 
Nitrogen Reduction Act, informing members what these 
programs are and how they can apply. Next, Jennifer 
Swanson from the Nebraska Association of Resource 
Districts and Thad Kuntz from Adaptive Resources Inc. / 
Longitude 103 Inc. offered “ProducerConnect: Leverag-
ing Farm-Specific Data for Optimized Nitrogen Applica-
tion Recommendations.” The Council has supported 
development of ProducerConnect as a tool that can 
benefit producers. 

128 CEOs, staff, and board members attended the Director/Manager Workshop in Kearney on November 21, 2024.	
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42 cooperative directors attended the Director Growth Forum in Kearney on January 7-8, 2025.  

Director Certification Program (DCP) and Director 
Growth Forum (DGF)

The Council continued to advance its four-phase 
Director Certification Program (DCP), which builds direc-
tors’ understanding of cooperative finance, governance, 
and leadership. Phases 3 and 4 of DCP, along with the 
Director Growth Forum, were held January 7–8, 2025, at 
the Holiday Inn in Kearney.

DCP Phase 3 focused on understanding cooperative 
financial statements and capitalization, while Phase 4 
examined the relationship between boards and manage-
ment teams. Sessions were facilitated by Dr. Keri Jacobs, 
Partridge Chair in Cooperative Leadership and Executive 
Director of the Graduate Institute of Cooperative Leader-
ship at the University of Missouri, and Brook Stromer, 
Vice President with CoBank’s Regional Agribusiness 
Banking Group. A director panel with Neil Stedman 
(Frontier Cooperative) and John McClelland (retired 
General Manager, Garden City Cooperative, KS) offered 
practical insights from their board experiences.

The Director Growth Forum began with an interactive 
presentation by Eric Coet titled “Transformative Leader-
ship – The Role of a Director.” The second day focused 
on carbon intensity scoring and cooperatives, featuring 
Michael Dolch and Nate Nolte (AGP) with policy and 
regulatory updates, Dr. Alejandro Plastina (University 
of Missouri’s Rural and Farm Finance Policy Analysis 
Center) discussing the cost and benefits of reducing car-
bon intensity in corn production, and Dr. Matthew Elliott 
(South Dakota State University) presenting on real-time 
risk and carbon scoring.

Both programs came together for an evening reception 
and dinner sponsored by CoBank, featuring a keynote 
from former Husker and NFL player Adam Carriker, 

whose remarks connected teamwork, perseverance, and 
leadership.

OneRed Virtual Program
On January 23rd, the Council offered a complimentary 

virtual program on "ONE RED: Opportunity for Nebraska 
- Reducing Emissions and Decarbonization" from Andrew 
Dunkley, Deputy Director of Government Affairs and Pub-
lic Policy for the Nebraska Department of Environment 
and Energy (NDEE). Forty-six (46) individuals joined the 
program which covered the state’s Priority Climate Action 
Plan and its voluntary measures and financial incentive 
programs. These measures are a part of the $307 million 
grant the state received from the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, $160.4 million of which is specifically for 
agricultural programs, including carbon intensity scoring, 
regenerative ag incentives, precision ag incentives, and 
transitioning diesel engine irrigation pumps to electric 
motors.

Board Leadership Seminar
The Board Leadership Seminar was held on March 

3, 2025, at the Hilton Omaha. Council President Rocky 
Weber and Bill Kutilek, attorney at Crosby Guenzel, 
facilitated a robust, wide-ranging conversation on emerg-
ing cooperative issues with 42 directors in attendance. 
This format has proven successful for providing directors 
with practical insights, peer learning, and direct dialogue 
on governance and legal questions impacting cooperative 
boards statewide.
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The Council launched the second year of GROUND-
WORK: Cultivating the Ag Leaders of Tomorrow imme-
diately following the 2024 Director/Manager Workshop 
in Kearney. The program, now entering its second cohort, 
is designed to connect young producers with national 
thought leaders, strengthen their leadership and advocacy 
skills, and build lasting relationships with peers and men-
tors across Nebraska’s cooperative network.

Kearney Kickoff - November 21-22, 2024
The year began with the Kearney Kickoff, which 

brought together the new cohort of participants for two 
days of learning, discussion, and networking. The first 
day featured Chuck Conner, President and CEO of the 
National Council of Farmer Cooperatives (NCFC), pre-
senting “2024 Election Impacts.” Brett Sciotto, Founder 
and CEO of Aimpoint Research, followed with “Farmer 
of the Future,” exploring the traits and strategies that will 
define successful producers in the coming decades. Ty 
Kreitman of the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City’s 
Omaha Branch provided an agricultural economic out-
look.

The following morning, NCC President & Legal Coun-
sel Rocky Weber presented on “The Cooperative Business 
Model and Nebraska’s Cooperative System.” A leadership 
panel then featured Allan Zumpfe (Farmers Cooperative 
CEO), Cortney Brandes (Aurora Cooperative Director and 
GROUNDWORK graduate), Zach Herz (CPI Director and 
GROUNDWORK graduate), and Neil Stedman (Frontier 
Cooperative Board Chair), who shared perspectives on 
cooperative leadership and governance.

GROUNDWORK

The Kearney Kickoff also included a networking ses-
sion and dinner, giving participants an opportunity to 
connect with one another.

Unicameral Day -  February 23–24, 2025
The Unicameral Day in Lincoln introduced partici-

pants to Nebraska’s legislative process and the Council’s 
government relations work. The first evening featured a 
briefing on legislative procedure and a panel discussion 
with state senators on effective advocacy. The following 
morning, participants visited the Nebraska State Capitol, 
where they were recognized from the legislative floor, at-
tended committee hearings, and observed live debate.

Throughout the event, NCC staff provided context on 
priority legislation affecting cooperatives and explained 
how policy development and advocacy intersect with the 
work of local boards and managers. The experience gave 
participants a firsthand understanding of how grassroots 
engagement strengthens Nebraska’s cooperative voice in 
policymaking.

Virtual Session - The Combine and Ag Innovation, 
March 28, 2025

In March, GROUNDWORK participants joined a 
virtual meeting with Jessica Rudolph, Ecosystem Manager 
at The Combine, Nebraska’s ag-innovation hub headquar-
tered in Lincoln. The session explored the intersection of 
entrepreneurship, technology, and cooperative collabora-
tion, featuring presentations from startup founders and 
innovation leaders who partner with producers to solve 
practical challenges in precision agriculture, automation, 
and sustainability.

At the November 2024 kick-off meeting 
in Kearney, the group learned about the 
cooperative business model including 
perspectives from a leadership panel.
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Washington, D.C. Capstone - June 23-26, 
2025

The program culminated with a capstone 
experience in Washington, D.C., where partici-
pants explored the national landscape of agri-
cultural and cooperative policy and the federal 
policymaking process. The GROUNDWORK 
cohort met with Zach Gihorski (NCFC), Skylar 
Sowder (Farm Credit), and Chuck Conner 
(NCFC) to learn about how cooperatives 
engage with Congress and federal agencies on 
issues like the Farm Bill, tax policy, and rural 
development.

Participants also met directly with Ne-
braska’s congressional delegation, Senators 
Deb Fischer and Pete Ricketts and Congressmen Mike 
Flood, Don Bacon, and Adrian Smith, to share their 
experiences as young producers and learn how the 
cooperative voice influences federal legislation.

The cohort also attended the historic Nebraska 
Breakfast on Capitol Hill, toured the U.S. Capitol and 
Arlington National Cemetery, and explored national 
monuments along the National Mall. These experi-
ences deepen participants’ understanding of the link 
between grassroots advocacy and national policy and 
the active role their farmer owned cooperatives play in 
public policy on a state and federal level.

GROUNDWORK25 GRADUATES AND SPONSORS

The Nebraska Cooperative Council congratulates the 2024-25 GROUNDWORK graduates 
for their commitment to leadership, learning, and advocacy on behalf of Nebraska’s cooperative 
system. The Council extends its sincere appreciation to the local cooperatives whose sponsorship 
made this year’s program possible:

•	 Dusty Runner – Frenchman Valley 
Co-op

•	 Tanner Kauk – Ag Valley Co-op
•	 Nathan Kramer – Country Partners 

Co-op
•	 Phil Kuehn – Crossroads Co-op
•	 Seth Schoeneman – Westco
•	 Tony & Lisa Meister – Frontier Co-op
•	 Kallen Ryan – Country Partners Co-op

Next Offering
The next GROUNDWORK cohort will commence in 

November 2026. In early March 2026, NCC will provide 
member cooperatives with enhanced materials to assist in 
identifying and recruiting participants that will be future 
leaders in the Nebraska Cooperative System.

During the capstone event in Washinton DC, Groundwork participants 
visited with all of Nebraska's congressional delegation.  The group is 
pictured above with Senator Deb Fischer.
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Youth Education
State FFA Cooperative Speaking Contest

The Nebraska State FFA Convention took place April 
2-4, 2025 in Lincoln. The Council sponsors the coop-
erative speaking competition, and there 
were 35 competitors who qualified for the 
state competition this year. Six speakers 
advanced to the Finals with each giving 
excellent speeches about the importance 
of cooperatives in Nebraska. Placing first 
was Suhani Chaudari from O'Neill FFA, second was Ava 
Hoffman from West Holt FFA, and third was Addison 
VonRentzall from Osmond FFA. Congratulations! 

Co-op 101s
Adam Feser, NCC Director of Cooperative Advance-

ment, facilitated 8 Co-op 101 presentations for 182 
students during the fall ‘24 and spring ‘25 semesters at 
the University of Nebraska-Kearney, Doane University, 
Midland University, Concordia University, the Nebraska 
College of Technical Agriculture, and Central Community 
College-Hastings and Central Community College-Colum-
bus. Special thank you to Jeff Kredjl, Bryce Roberts, and 
Haley Roberts from Ag Valley Co-op; Gary Brandt from 
CPI; Chris Wagner from Country Partners Co-op Taylor 
Collins from Farmers Co-op-Dorchester; and Luke Carl-
son from CVA for joining the presentations and offering 
their experiences and knowledge. 

Co-op 101 presentations are designed to educate fu-
ture producers and agricultural employees on what makes 
the cooperative business model unique, why they are 
so important to the agricultural and rural economy, and 
careers available at cooperatives. As students progress 
and already have an understanding about cooperatives, 
the Council also offers more focused presentations on top-
ics such as agricultural and cooperative policy and grain 
merchandising. 

Intern Retreat
The Nebraska Cooperative Council hosted 85 interns 

on June 12, 2025 at the Younes Conference Center South 
in Kearney. We want to thank our members for sending 
the next generation of Nebraska ag professionals to learn 
more about the cooperative business model.

Dr. Jody Herchenbach (University of Nebraska-Kear-
ney) opened the day presenting on the history of agricul-
tural cooperatives and what makes the model unique and 

important for farmers. The interns engaged in conversa-
tions about cooperatives and had ample opportunity to 
network and share about their experiences. 

After lunch, the interns broke into groups and had the 
opportunity to have conversations with cooperative CEOs 
in a small-group setting. The Council thanks Carl Dick-
inson from CVA, Jeff Krejdl from Ag Valley, Chris Wagner 
from Country Partners, and Gary Brandt from CPI for tak-
ing the time to share their expertise and experiences with 
the interns. 

The Council is grateful to producers Cortney Brandes 
(Aurora Co-op), Zach Herz (CPI), and Jerrad Stroh (CPI), 
who joined the retreat for a panel moderated by Rocky 
Weber. They offered insights on cooperatives from their 
perspective as producers and board members and fielded 
questions from the interns. Thank you to everyone that 
helped make the 2025 Intern Retreat a success.

Co-op 101 at NCTA on February 26, 2025.

Aurora Co-op CEO Chris Decker talks to a group of interns during the CEO 
roundtable portion of the 2025 NCC Cooperative Intern Retreat.
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Annual Meeting & Hall of Fame

The 79th Annual Meeting of the Nebraska Cooperative 
Council was held in Kearney on November 21, 2024 at 
the Younes Conference Center North. There was a 20-year 
high of 266 attendees and guests in attendance.

Council Board Chair Dean Thernes of Battle Creek 
welcomed special guests, members, and sponsors then 
gave his Chairman's report. Council President Rocky We-
ber then delivered the financial and President's reports.

Election Committee Chair Jeremy Wilhelm shared the 
2024 Election Committee Report, announcing that Chris 
Beins of Aurora and Allan Zumpfe of Dorchester, who 
had both been appointed after 2 members left the Board, 
were elected to 1-year terms, and Dean Thernes and Jeff 
Loschen were re-elected to 4-year terms. The Participat-
ing Members also re-elected Cary Sandell from CoBank 
for a 2-year term. 

The Council and its membership then honored outgo-
ing Board members Evan Brandes and Bart Moseman. 
Evan served on the Council's Board for 7 years, includ-
ing serving on the Excellence in Cooperative Educa-
tion Committee for 2 years and the Legislative Advisory 
Committee for 2 years. Bart served on the Council's Board 
for 5 years, including 4 years on the Legislative Advisory 
Committee and 4 years on the Excellence in Coopera-
tive Education Committee.  The Nebraska Cooperative 
Council and its members are grateful for all of the hard 
work and years of service Evan and Bart dedicated to the 
advancement of Nebraska's cooperative system.     

The Council then recognized the first class of its new 
program, GROUNDWORK - Cultivating the Ag Leaders 
of Tomorrow, which was launched in conjunction with the 
NCC Education Foundation and sponsoring cooperatives 
to provide a platform to develop new leaders for Nebras-
ka's farmer-owned cooperatives. 

Participants interacted with national thought leaders, 
learned about the state and local policymaking process, 
and discussed ag policy with state and national poli-
cymakers. The Council congratulated the following 12 
individuals for being an engaged and outstanding class of 
GROUNDWORK graduates:  Kolby Van Newkirk and De-
van Oligmueller sponsored by Westco, Cortney Brandes 
sponsored by the Aurora Co-op, Brett and Donnia Beh-
rends sponsored by Farmers Cooperative-Dorchester, 
Tucker Hartley and Garret Otter sponsored by Ag Valley 
Co-op, Tim Bartak and Dylan Rowe sponsored by Country 
Partners Co-op, Zach and Kelsey Herz sponsored by CPI, 
and Andrew Neujahr sponsored by Frontier Co-op.     

The Council and its members then inducted two ex-
tremely deserving cooperators into the Nebraska Coopera-
tive Council Hall of Fame: Ron Hunter and Bill Sebree. 
Videos highlighting their impressive careers can be found 
here on our website. Congratulations to Ron and Bill on 
their incredible careers and well-earned induction into 
the NCC Hall of Fame.     

The keynote for the evening was delivered by Na-
tional Council of Farmer Cooperatives President and CEO 
Chuck Conner. Chuck discussed the opportunities and 
challenges presented by the results of the 2024 election. 
The Nebraska Cooperative Council and its members pre-
sented Chuck with a plaque honoring him as a Nebraska 
Cooperator for all of his efforts in support of cooperatives.     

After Chuck's remarks, the meeting was adjourned 
and the annual membership reception began. Members 
and supporters were able to enjoy fellowship, food, and 
drinks.

Election Committee Chair Jeremy 
Wilhelm provides the Election Report 
during the 2024 Annual Meeting.
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Highlights of the 2024 Annual Meeting, Hall of Fame, and Reception 

Attendees enjoy time for fellowship during the reception following adjournment of the Annual Meeting.

Pictured with NCC Board Chair Dean Thernes 
(far left) and NCC President Rocky Weber (far 
right) are 2024 Hall of Fame Inductees Ron 
Hunter and Bill Sebree.

Rocky Weber shares his President's Report.

Keynote Speaker Chuck Connor, President of the National 
Council of Farmer Cooperatives.
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GENERAL FUND
				    2025	 2024
REVENUE AND SUPPORT:
	 Members’ Dues	 540,477	 $555,456
	 Contributions	 100,000	 100,000
	 Participating Members’ Dues	 102,334	 85,358
	 Meetings	 54,943	 44,700
	 Workshops	 147,325	 132,873
	 Interest Income	 49,718	 42,293	
	 Investment Income, Net	 100,367	 125,651
	 Miscellaneous	 6,427	 6,785	
 	 Net Assets Released from Restrictions	           97,521	        191,311	
    		  Total Revenue and Support	 1,199,112	 1,284,427	
 	  
EXPENSES:
	 Salaries 		  502,812	 457,517
	 Payroll Taxes	 29,685	 28,033
	 Employee Insurance	 15,885	 12,049
	 Retirement	         36,935	        38,844
		  Total Personnel Expense	 585,317	 536,443	
		
	 Accounting Fees	 29,627	 27,825
	 Books and Magazines	 837	 1,713
	 Consulting Services/Contract Labor	 25,373	 27,230
	 Depreciation	 1,738	 2,848
	 Directors’ Fees	 13,528	 16,696
	
	 Dues/Contributions	 5,165	 5,603
 	 Information Technology	 22,016	 16,856
	 Insurance	 7,515	 7,865
	 Legal Fees	 8,193	 0
 	 Meetings	 42,377	 44,585
	 Donations	 0	 5,000

	 Office Supplies	 4,999	 7,137
	 Parking		  5,249	 5,153
	 Postage		  709	 868
	 Promotions	 9,017	 0
	 Property Taxes	 77	 150

	 Rent		  33,554	 33,791
	 Repairs and Maintenance	 147	 0
	 Telephone	 6,913	 6,310
	 Travel		  14,262	 17,867
	 Utilities		  1,760	 1,825

	 Workshops	 103,402	 58,294
	 Youth Education	 256	 (285)
	 Miscellaneous	 (108)	 133          
	 Fund Expenses	            97,521	        191,311
			   Total Expenses	  1,019,444	  1,015,218

INCREASE IN NET ASSETS	 179,668	 269,209
NET ASSETS - BEGINNING OF YEAR	   1,641,284	   1,372,075 
NET ASSETS - END OF YEAR	 $1,820,952	 $1,641,284

STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES
August 31, 2025 and 2024

Financial Statements

STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL  POSITION
August 31, 2025 and 2024

ASSETS
				    2025	 2024
CURRENT ASSETS:
	 Cash and Cash Equivalents:
		  Cash	 $1,475,617 	 $1,392,018	
		  Cash - Restricted - FFE	 11,036	 12,001	
		  Cash - Restricted - NCC-PAC	 63,064	 39,004	
		  Cash - Restricted - NACA Fund	 37,194	 45,331	
		  Cash - Restricted - UNL Tickets	               44   	           3,036	    
			   Total Cash and Cash Equivalents	    1,586,955	  1,491,390
		
	 Investments - Unrestricted	 870,732	 797,645	
	 Investments - Restricted - FFE	 696,849	 654,996	
	 Deferred Compensation Assets	 4,186	 4,186	
	 Prepaid Expenses	          7,695	       15,375	
		  Total Current Assets	   3,166,417	  2,963,592	

INVESTMENTS:
	 KRVN Golden Notes	 25,000	 25,000	
	 Cash Value of Deferred Compensation Assets	             0	         4,186	  
		  Total Investments	     25,000	       29,186

PROPERTY & EQUIPMENT:
	 Furniture & Equipment	 87,009	 87,009
	 Accumulated Depreciation	     (77,448)	      (75,710)	
		  Net Property & Equipment	         9,561	        11,299	

RIGHT OF USE ASSET - Operating Lease	     112,656	      133,130	

TOTAL ASSETS	 $3,313,634	 $3,137,207
		

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

CURRENT LIABILITIES:
	 Current Maturities of Long-Term Debt
		  Operating Lease Liability	 $ 20,674	 $   20,341
	 Trade Payables	 0	 2,253	
	 Prepaid Dues	 532,126	 574,326	
	 Deferred Compensation Payable	 4,186	 4,186	
	 Accrued Expenses	          33,117	         21,198	
			   Total Current Liabilities	    590,103	     622,304
		
LONG-TERM LIABILITIES - Net of
Current Maturities:
	 Operating Lease Liability	 94,391	 115,065	
	 Deferred Compensation Payable	                            0	               4,186
	     		  Total Long-Term Liabilities	       94,391	       119,251	
	
NET ASSETS:
	 Without Donor Restrictions
		  Undesignated	 1,820,952	 1,641,284	
	 With Donor Restrictions
		  Fund For Excellence	 707,886	 666,997	
		  NCC-PAC	 63,064	 39,004	
		  Nat'l Affairs Cooperative Action Fund	 37,194	 45,331	
		  NCC-UNL Tickets	                         44	                 3,036	
			   Total Net Assets	 2,629,140	   2,395,652	

	 TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS 	 $3,313,634	 $3,137,207	
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 2024-25 Membership
SUPPLY/MARKETING
COOPERATIVES
Alliance - WESTCO
Arapahoe - Ag Valley Co-op, N/S
Aurora Co-op Elevator Co
Battle Creek - Farmers Pride
Clarkson - Farmers Union Co-op Supply Co
Dodge - Cooperative Supply Inc N/S
Dorchester - Farmers Cooperative
Elsie - Hi-Line Co-op Inc
Fairfield N/S Co-op Fertilizer Assn
Friend - Farmers Union Co-op Co
Gothenburg - Country Partners Co-op
Hastings - CPI
Hayes Center - Hayes County Farmers N/S Co-op
Holdrege - CHS Inc
Imperial - Frenchman Valley Farmers Co-op
Lincoln - Frontier Co-op Co
Lindsay - Farmers Co-op Assn
Pilger - Farmers Co-op
Ravenna - Farmers Co-op Assn
Scottsbluff - Legacy Co-op
Sidney - Crossroads Co-op Assn
Talmage - Farmers Co-op Co
York - CVA

RURAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES
Alliance - Panhandle Rural Electric
	 Membership Assn
Grant - Midwest Electric Co-op Corp
O’Neill - Niobrara Valley Electric Membership Corp

SUPPORTING MEMBERS
alliantgroup
Associated Benefits Corp
Associated Milk Producers, Inc
BNSF
Campbell, Shaffer & Company
Commodity Solutions Inc
Credit Bureau Services, Inc
EBM Construction, Inc
FCCS Consulting
Four Points Federal Credit Union
Gallagher 
Gardiner+Company
General Excavating
Lockton Companies
Marsh McLennan Agency 
McPherson Concrete Storage Systems
Milliman, Inc
Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance Co
Nebraska Corn Board
Nebraska Ethanol Board
Nebraska Rural Radio Assn
Olsson
ProValue Insurance
Servi-Tech, Inc.
Stone X Financial Inc - FCM Division
Tallgrass Energy
The Cooperative Finance Assn
Triangle Insurance
TrueNorth Companies
United Benefits Group

FUND FOR EXCELLENCE FUND
				    2025	 2024
REVENUE AND SUPPORT:	    
	 Inivestment Income, Net	 $40,889	 $74,875	
		  Total Revenue and Support	 40,889	 74,875	
EXPENSES:	
          	 Total Expenses	 0	 0
		
INCREASE (DECREASE) IN NET ASSETS	 40,889	 74,875
NET ASSETS - BEGINNING OF YEAR	  666,997	    592,122	
NET ASSETS - END OF YEAR	 $707,886	 $666,997

NCC-PAC FUND
				    2025	 2024
REVENUE AND SUPPORT:
	 Contributions Received	 $28,538	 $25,646
	 Interest Income	             122	                       194
		  Total Revenue and Support	  28,660	   25,840

EXPENSES:	
	 Donations	     4,600	 73,150
		  Total Expenses	     4,600 	     73,150

INCREASE (DECREASE) IN NET ASSETS	 24,060	 (47,310)	
NET ASSETS - BEGINNING OF YEAR	    39,004	    86,314
NET ASSETS - END OF YEAR	 $63,064	 $39,004

NATIONAL AFFAIRS COOPERATIVE
ACTION FUND

				    2025	 2024
REVENUE AND SUPPORT:	    
	 Interest Income	 $  188	 $  563
		  Total Revenue and Support	      188	      563
 
EXPENSES
	 Travel		     8,325	 16,383
		  Total Expenses	    8,325	   16,383
	
INCREASE (DECREASE) IN NET ASSETS	 (8,137)	 (15,820)
NET ASSETS - BEGINNING OF YEAR	   45,331	    61,151
NET ASSETS - END OF YEAR	 $37,194	 $45,331

UNL TICKETS FUND
				    2025	 2024
REVENUE AND SUPPORT: 	    
	 Contributions Received	 $81,576	 $84,183
  	 Interest Income	                   28	                  29
		  Total Revenue and Support	   81,604	   84,212 

EXPENSES:	
	 UNL Tickets	 84,596	 83,958
	 Postage		                     0	                  89
  	        Total Expenses	  84,596	   84,047

INCREASE IN NET ASSETS	 (2,992)	 165
NET ASSETS - BEGINNING OF YEAR	       3,036	        2,871
NET ASSETS - END OF YEAR	 $       44	 $  3,036

TELEPHONE COOPERATIVES
Blue Hill - Glenwood Telephone Membership Corp
Hemingford Co-op Telephone Co

OUT-OF-STATE
SUPPLY/MARKETING COOPERATIVES
Yuma CO - CHS/High Plains Co-op
Moundridge KS - MKC
Seneca KS - Ag Partners Co-op, Inc
Brandon SD - CHS Inc

LIVESTOCK MARKETING AGENCIES
Producers Livestock Marketing

PARTICIPATING MEMBERS
Ag Processing Inc
CHS Inc
CoBank
Dairy Farmers of America, Inc
Farm Credit Services of America
GROWMARK, Inc
Land O’Lakes Inc
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Nebraska Cooperative Council

635 South 14th Street, Suite 125
Lincoln, NE  68508
Ph:  402/475-6555
Website:  nebr.coop


