WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

NOW, THEREFORE,

Attest:

Secretary of State

I

Nebraska’s farmer-owned cooperatives are integral to the state’s
agricultural economy, serving 400 locations in Nebraska and employing over
5,000 individuals with a payroll of $435 million, while providing essential
goods, services, and infrastructure that strengthen rural communities; and

Agricultural cooperatives provide a unique economic business model,
wherein each cooperative is controlled by a farmer board of directors
democratically elected by the farmer owners of their respective cooperative;
and

Last year, Nebraska farmer-owned cooperatives returned more than $60
million in cash patronage and cash equity redemption payments to their
Sfarmer-owners, allocated over $67 million in members’ equity to their
Jarmer-owners, reinvested $327 in facilities and equipment to serve their
farmer-owners in rural areas, and contributed over $4 million in charitable
donations; and

Nebraska’s farmer-owned cooperatives ensure that the profits and decision
making remain in the hands of local producers, keeping economic benefits
rooted in rural communities, strengthening family farms, creating good-
paying jobs, and driving private investments that will sustain Nebraska’s
economy for generations to come; and

2026 marks the 90" anniversary of the Rural Electrification Act that allowed
the formation of rural cooperatives to access low interest loans to extend
electrical service to rural areas; and

Nebraska’s rural electric and telephone cooperatives, owned by the rural
patrons they serve, have long been the means by which essential utility
services were extended to and continue to be maintained in rural Nebraska.

1, in recognition of the vital role that cooperatives play across the state of
Nebraska, Jim Pillen, Governor of the State of Nebraska, DO HEREBY
PROCLAIM the month of October 2026 as

COOPERATIVE MONTH

in Nebraska, and I do hereby urge all citizens to learn about cooperatives
and recognize the achievements and contributions of cooperatives in
strengthening our communities, economy, and future.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and cause the
Great Seal of the State of Nebraska to be affixed this twenty-third
day of September, in the year of our Lord Two Thousand Twenty-six.
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Govérrior
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